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The pictured certificate is just one of the countless items in the famous "Moody Family Archives" 
which will soon be available for public viewing.  Jonathan Topper tells us more about this excit-
ing news on page 20.
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President's Message
Jonathan Topper

Editor's Notes
Robert Conley

Greetings!  Welcome to the May 2023 issue of your 
Journal, which has turned out to be another big one.

Although, not all that long ago, your humble editor had 
nothing to print except the six-page, second part of John 
Germann's  "Fort Galveston" special.  The situation was 
so dire, that your editor started begging around a few 
other editors he knows, and even looking to recycle his 
own non-Texas stories.  

Fortunately, Bill German, the marvelous editor of the 
Post Mark Collectors' Club Bulletin (and the Colorado 
Postal Historian) found some Texas goodies he had 
published previously.  Ironically, one of those, which is 
reprinted here today, was authored by our very own, the 
one-and-only John Germann!  You'll find John's postmark-
focussed story on page 8.  Many thanks to PMCC, Bill and 
John for permitting this reprint.

One supposes with this discovery, that there are 
only two big Texas-based philatelic writers – JG and the 
indefatigible, Ardy Callender.  And the latter specializes 
in the New York Post Office.  It would sure be nice to see 
a few more writers emerge from the Lone Star State.

But before JG's postmark story, Jonathan Topper, 
reminds us that we need a webmaster.  Volunteers are 
hard to find, espcially ones with some good computer 
knowledge.  Can YOU help?  We're not asking for a kidney 
here.

After JG's two stories, JT returns with some good 
news about the release of the Moody Family Archives.  
It is interesting to note that this issue's subjects are all 
centered on that wee bit of coastline between Houston 
and the Louisiana border.

Another hardworker, Vince King, presents a big Seen 
at Auction with an emphasis on ever-popular forts and 
camps.

As per usual, our illustrious secretary, Greg Cain, kindly 
shares a big Chapters in Action, and his Membership 
Report.

That's all we have time for right now.  Why not keep 
out of the sweltering Texas heat this summer, and pick up 
a pen instead?  Aside from that, don't forget to support 
all our terrific advertisers.  

Until next time, stay safe, stay well.

The president of HR Harmer Auctions, Charles Epting, 
has contacted TPA and several similar State Postal His-
tory Societies with a proposal. He would like to see the 
numerous state postal history societies around the USA 
band together to create a unified organization called the 
Federation of State Postal History Societies. 

Presently, besides our Texas based TPA, there are eleven 
similar postal history societies which cover fifteen states 
(A few of these societies cover more than one state, such 
as the Arizona and New Mexico Postal History Society). 
There are six other states who recently have had similar 
postal history societies and were active until only recently. 
Finally, there appears to be yet another eight states that 
had similar societies in the recent past but are not active 
now (but some could be resurrected if this proposal comes 
to fruition).

He envisions the new federation to have a common 
quarterly publication called the State Postal Historian, a 
central website, and an ability for both individuals and 
organizations to join for a yearly fee. The website would 
be large enough to store back issues of scanned previously 
issued society journals, handbooks, and monographs.

The HR Harmer organization would support the devel-
opment of this federation, most likely with efforts from his 
business staff, and presumably give ‘seed money’ to start 
the website and publication of the journal. 

These ideas are in their embryonic state right now, and 
I do not know if this will ever come to pass, or if it does, 
what the actual federation will look like. 

We are staying in contact with Mr. Epting regarding his 
proposal and will possibly enter discussions with his staff 
once more details are available. 

Finally, please rest assured that no action will be taken 
involving our society until all proposals are reviewed and 
discussed in detail with the TPA Officers and Board of 
Directors. 
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                                       OKPEX 2023 STAMP SHOW JUNE 23-24 IN MIDWEST CITY, OK

OKPEX is the annual exhibition of the Oklahoma City Stamp Club

Place: Reed Conference Center, 5800 Will Rogers Drive, Midwest City, OK

5 miles east of downtown Oklahoma City on Interstate 40

Admission and Parking are free

Delta Hotel by Marriott at Reed Center: OKPEX special rate of $104 per night plus tax

Hours: Friday June 23-- 10:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m.; Saturday June 24 – 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Dealers: 10 dealers from five different states have reserved space for the bourse

Exhibits: OKPEX is a World Series of Philately show.

Winning single-frame and multi-frame exhibits are eligible for the Champion of Champions competition.

Space allows for 125 frames of exhibits.  Contact: Joe Crosby at 405-990-2389 or joecrosby@cox.net

Oklahoma Philatelic Society will hold its annual meeting on Saturday June 24 at 9:30 a.m.

Other meetings presently scheduled: Oklahoma Postal History Society; 

Regional Meeting of American Topical Association at 1:30 p.m. Saturday

United States Postal Service postique booth both days with a Show special cancellation

Youth Activities with buckets of free stamps.

Theme: The 150th Anniversary of the United States Postal Card, Scott’s UX1.
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New Webmaster Needed for TPA

Jonathan Topper

The TPA now has most of the planning in place for a new website. 
We need a new Webmaster to volunteer to implement this plan, and to 
take care of the website on a consistent basis. 

We have the general layout envisioned, along with some graphics, 
and ideas on how the website should look and what will be included. 
We would also list a unique new email address for our society. 

The website will be a simple, but effective way to have the TPA vis-
ible to the collecting community. It will have links to stamp clubs 
and societies throughout Texas, as well as links to stamp shows and 
philatelic related events in our state. We want to have links for 
new members to easily join the TPA as well as a PayPal link for new 
and current members to pay their dues. 

The website would contain links to past Texas Postal History Soci-
ety Journals, which are now in the care of TPA member Mike Ludeman. 
[A big thank you to Mike for preserving these important documents]!

The new Webmaster would choose a reliable Internet Service Pro-
vider, create the website, and keep it current with society news and 
updates. A knowledge of philately would be helpful, but not required, 
to do this work. 

Any out-of-pocket expenses will, of course, be reimbursed by TPA. 

If you would like to volunteer or know a reliable internet savvy 
person who can perform this work on an on-going basis, please contact 
me with any questions or comments. 

PO Box 94822, Las Vegas, NV 89193    Ph. (702) 791-6828
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THE PORT ACRES, TEXAS, POST OFFICE – 
EVER A BRIDESMAID…

By John Germann

The city of Port Arthur, in Jefferson County, Texas, boasts a population today 
of some 55,000 residents.  Ensconced within the city, and providing 1500-2000 of 
that census count, is the neighborhood of Port Acres.  Port Acres was established 
adjacent to a Santa Fe railroad stop by a realty company in 1923.  About 5½ miles 
from downtown Port Arthur, the community for decades viewed itself as being 
quite separate from its much larger neighbor, and even had its own post office 
starting in 1936.  In 1959 its citizens went so far as to attempt to incorporate as 
a separate municipality.  Port Arthur’s less than sympathetic response was to 
annex it!  Port Acres maintained its post office, however, all the way until 2012.

Port Acres Post Office in 2005.  
Photo by John Gallagher.
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1936: The first day of operation – 
as a Rural Station, in violet.

1944 & 1949: A different canceller, 
but the same design – in use to the 
mid-1950s.

One of the interesting things about the Port Acres Post Office is that, like the 
community itself, it was never truly independent of Port Arthur.  It served its 
locale for seventy-five years without ever being an independent office, not even so 
much as a 4th class office.  It began its existence as a “Rural Station”(RS), a term 
designed by the Post Office Department in the 1930s to designate a subordinate 
type of post office dependent in part on a larger parent office nearby, in this case 
Port Arthur – somewhat like stations in large cities today.  In 1966 the designation 
was changed to “Rural Branch”(RB) and then in 1969 changed yet again – to “Com-
munity Post Office”(CPO), which catered to community pride by using cancellers 
that included the name of the town prominently, and without any subordinating 
reference to a parent office.  The long-lived Port Acres Post Office operated under 
all three titles.
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1957: The very distinctive balloon cancel first appearing in 1956.

1962: Back to a conventional 4-bar.

An early aerial view of Port Acres.
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NOTE: At this point most rural stations, now designated as rural branches, had 
begun using cancellations inscribed “Rur. Br.”; Port Acres stayed with “Rur. Sta.” 
Many other rural stations which had, in similar fashion, eventually found them-
selves in urban environs and therefore handling an increased amount of mail, 
simply converted to regular city stations.  Again, Port Acres did not. It stayed 
“Rural” in name even though in reality it was anything but rural.

During that long life-span the Port Acres postal clerks (since they were special 
contractees, they were not graced with the term “postmaster”) employed a lot of 
different handstamp cancellers.  What follows is a chronological run of most of 
those postmarks, documenting the life of the Port Acres Post Office from begin-
ning to end.

1967: A brand new but already broken zip code 4-bar (note the rubber-
band marking in the cancel) plus a new auxiliary cancel.

1966: The office’s auxiliary cancel, in violet. 
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2006: At last, a Community Post 
Office.

1971: Same auxiliary cancel and 
same broken 4-bar as four years 
earlier.

1994: A new auxiliary canceller but 
still the same basic design as 2-5 
years earlier.

In 2012, it was the end of the road after seventy-five years – no more conversions, 
just the closing of doors.  It had been a good run, a long run and, in many ways, 
a distinctive run.

This article first appeared in the Post Mark Collector's Club "Bulletin" of April, 2022.  
Reprinted with the kind permission of the PMCC and the author.
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THE  NAVY

In April, 1944 Camp Wallace was transferred to the United States Navy and became a boot camp and dis-
tribution center.  From late 1945 through 1946, it served as a naval separation center, discharging over 50,000 
�t���Ý�ä���}�C�����+�¤�¬�����s�$���+�s�h�P�¬�¹�+�$���q�+�s�ÿ��

Camp Wallace – Naval Section Base (A section base provided administrative and op-
erational facilities for small Navy and Coast Guard vessels for harbor defense, coastal 
patrols, and minesweeping).

Camp Wallace – Base Unit Radio, Naval Fron-
tier Base (A frontier base was commonly used 
to practice amphibious landings).
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 On December 29, 1944, The Square Knot, a weekly newspaper for Camp Wallace, listed the following ecological 
memories of the camp. [Note: To anyone who has lived in this part of the state these memories will ring familiar, 
some of them quite painfully so.]: 

Oleander and Cape jasmine 
Dusty Shell Roads 
Cattle Cars to Houston 
Texas Oil Flares with Cattle Crowded Underneath to Keep Warm 
Burning Prairies 
How it Can Rain 
Frogs that Sound Like Billy Goats 
MOSQUITOS 
Marching in Mud so Thick that Your Boots Weigh 20lbs Apiece 
Cattle bunched up in a Mosquito Free Swath of a DDT Sprayed Prairie 
August Dog Days 
The “Amusement Park” Lights of Texas City Rising Above the Flat Prairie 
Rattlesnakes, Jack Rabbits and Horny Toads 
Clear Night Skies with Stars You Can Almost Touch

Adjacent to Camp Wallace was the Hitchcock Naval Air Station – a base for semi-rigid lighter-than-air craft 
to be used to help protect ships and facilities against submarines.  The $10 million blimp hangar was huge.  Designed 
�¹�}���K�}�h�$���¬�P�ã�����h�P�q�¡�¬�ù���¹�K�+�����}�}�¤���q�+���¬�Á�¤�+�$���}�|�|�|���ã���•�|�|���C�+�+�¹�ù�����s�$���¹�K�+�����+�P�h�P�s�D���Þ���¬���q�}�¤�+���¹�K���s���~�|�|���C�+�+�¹���K�P�D�K�û�����à�K�+�s�����}�q-
�q�P�¬�¬�P�}�s�+�$���P�s���r���ä���}�…�€�•�ù���¹�K�+���C�����P�h�P�¹�P�+�¬�����¹���¹�K�+���¬�P�¹�+�ù���P�s���h�Á�$�P�s�D�����s���•�h�ä�q�¡�P�����¬�P�î�+�$���¬�Þ�P�q�q�P�s�D���¡�}�}�h���Á�¬�+�$���C�}�¤���Þ���¹�+�¤���¤�+�¬���Á�+��
�¹�¤���P�s�P�s�D�ù���¬�Á�¡�¡�}�¤�¹�+�$���}�€�•���q�P�h�P�¹���¤�ä���¡�+�¤�¬�}�s�s�+�h�ÿ�������ä���¹�K�+���+�s�$���}�C���¹�K���¹���¬���q�+���ä�+���¤�ù���K�}�Þ�+�Ý�+�¤�ù���¹�K�+���¹�K�¤�+���¹���}�C���Ã�����}���¹�����¹�¹�����e�¬���P�s��
the Gulf of Mexico had subsided considerably, and in October of the following year, less than a year-and-a-half 
after opening, the base shut down.  For a while, the massive hangar was to serve the Navy as a storage place for 
�P�s�����¹�P�Ý�+�����+�¤�}�s���Á�¹�P�����h���q���¹�+�¤�P�+�h�ÿ�����¼�}�$���ä���P�¹�¬���¡�P�h�h���¤�¬�������Á�¹���s�}�¹�K�P�s�D���q�}�¤�+�����¬�¹�P�h�h���¬�¹���s�$���¹���h�h���P�s���¹�K�+�������¹�����}���¬�¹���h���¡�¤���P�¤�P�+�ÿ

Lighter-than-air craft (blimps) at the Naval Air Station in Hitchcock.
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 Boot camps, blimp bases, and underwater magnetic cables are just the “tip of the iceberg” for naval operations 
in Galveston., as illustrated by this list of Navy Units operating there from 1941-1945:

1.	Naval Air Station, Galveston, Tex.
2.	Captain of the port, Galveston, Tex.
�•�ÿ	�•�C�����+�¤���P�s��� �K���¤�D�+���}�C��� �}�s�¬�¹�¤�Á���¹�P�}�s���}�C����� �P�Ý�P�h���à�}�¤�e�¬����� �}�s�¹�¤�����¹���t�•�$���}�‚�€�ƒ�ù���¼�}�$�$���G���h�Ý�+�¬�¹�}�s���'�¤�ä���'�}���e��� �}�ÿ�ù��		

			   Inc., Galveston, Tex.
�€�ÿ	���¤���s���K���N�ä�$�¤�}�D�¤���¡�K�P�����•�C�����+�ù���G���h�Ý�+�¬�¹�}�s�ù���¼�+�ã�ÿ
�•�ÿ	�•�C�����+�¤���P�s��� �K���¤�D�+�ù���r���D�s�+�¹�P����� �K���s�s�+�h���¦���s�D�+�ù���G���h�Ý�+�¬�¹�}�s�ù���¼�+�ã�ÿ
6.	Marine Hospital, Galveston, Tex.
�ƒ�ÿ	���¬�¬�P�¬�¹���s�¹���S�s�$�Á�¬�¹�¤�P���h���r���s���D�+�¤�ù���G���h�Ý�+�¬�¹�}�s�ù���¼�+�ã�ÿ
�„�ÿ	�ð�}�s�+���S�s�¹�+�h�h�P�D�+�s���+���•�C�����+�ù���G���h�Ý�+�¬�¹�}�s�ù���¼�+�ã�ÿ
9.	Port Director, Galveston, Tex.
10.	 Navy Cost Inspector, Todd-Galveston Dry Dock Co., Galveston, Tex.
�}�}�ÿ	�t���Ý���h���N�ä�$�¤�}�D�¤���¡�K�P�����'�P�¬�¹�¤�P���Á�¹�P�s�D���•�C�����+�ù���G���h�Ý�+�¬�¹�}�s�ù���¼�+�ã�ÿ
12.	 Todd-Galveston Dry Dock, IN., Galveston, Tex.
�}�•�ÿ	�G�Á�h�C���r���¤�P�s�+���à���ä�¬�ù���G���h�Ý�+�¬�¹�}�s�ù���¼�+�ã�ÿ
14.	 Civil Works Contract, Todd-Galveston Dry Doc Co., Inc., Galveston, Tex.
�}�•�ÿ	�•�C�����+�¤���P�s��� �K���¤�D�+���}�C��� �}�s�¬�¹�¤�Á���¹�P�}�s���}�C����� �P�Ý�P�h���à�}�¤�e�¬����� �}�s�¹�¤�����¹���t�•�$���}�‚�€�ƒ�ù���¼�}�$�$���G���h�Ý�+�¬�¹�}�s���'�¤�ä���'�}���e��� �}�ÿ�ù��	

				    Inc., Galveston, Tex. [DUPLICATE]
16.	 Maritime Commission Depot, Galveston, Tex.
�}�ƒ�ÿ	�t���Ý�ä���ß���}�~���Ã�s�P�¹�ù���Ã�s�P�Ý�+�¤�¬�P�¹�ä���}�C���¼�+�ã���¬���r�+�$�P�����h�����¤���s���K�ù���G���h�Ý�+�¬�¹�}�s�ù���¼�+�ã�ÿ
18.	 Deperming Station, Galveston, Tex.
19.	 Convoy Control Center, Galveston, Tex.
�~�|�ÿ	���¬�¬�P�¬�¹���s�¹���'�P�¬�¹�¤�P���¹���r���¹�+�¤�P���h���•�C�����+�ù���G���h�Ý�+�¬�¹�}�s�ù���¼�+�ã�ÿ
�~�}�ÿ	���¬�¬�P�¬�¹���s�¹���¹�}���'�P�¬�¹�¤�P���¹���¦���$�P�}���r���¹�+�¤�P���h���•�C�����+�¤�ù���Ã�®�t�ù���G���h�Ý�+�¬�¹�}�s�ù���¼�+�ã�ÿ
22.	 Amphibious Training Base, Galveston, Tex.
�~�•�ÿ	�t���Ý���h���F�¤�}�s�¹�P�+�¤�������¬�+�ù���G���h�Ý�+�¬�¹�}�s�ù���¼�+�ã�ÿ���„�¹�K���t�'�ÿ
24.	 U.S. Naval Receiving Station, Galveston, Tex.
25.	 Degaussing Range, Galveston, Tex.
26.	 Harbor Entrance Control Post, Galveston, Tex.
�~�ƒ�ÿ	� �}�q�¡���¬�¬���'�+�q�}�s�¬�¹�¤���¹�P�}�s���®�¹���¹�P�}�s�ù���G���h�Ý�+�¬�¹�}�s�ù���¼�+�ã�ÿ
28.	 Navy Cost Inspector, Gray's Iron Works, Inc., Galveston, Tex.
29.	 Navy Cost Inspector, Texas Coast Shipyards, Galveston, Tex.
�•�|�ÿ	�t���Ý�ä��� �}�¬�¹���S�s�¬�¡�+���¹�}�¤�ù���G�Á�h�C���r���¤�P�s�+���à���ä�¬���}�C���G���h�Ý�+�¬�¹�}�s�ù���S�s���ÿ�ù���G���h�Ý�+�¬�¹�}�s�ù���¼�+�ã�ÿ
�•�}�ÿ	���¬�¬�P�¬�¹���s�¹���S�s�$�Á�¬�¹�¤�P���h���r���s���D�+�¤�ù���à�+�¬�¹�+�¤�s�����¤�+���ù���G���h�Ý�+�¬�¹�}�s�ù���¼�+�ã�ÿ

THE COAST GUARD

The United States Coast Guard maintained a station at Bolivar Pass not far from Fort San Jacinto, from which 
�P�¹�����}�s�$�Á���¹�+�$�����}�s�¹�P�s�Á���h���¡���¹�¤�}�h�¬�ù�����P�$�+�$���s���Ý�P�D���¹�P�}�s�ù���¡�¤�}�Ý�P�$�+�$���¬���C�+�¹�ä���}�¡�+�¤���¹�P�}�s�¬�����+�ÿ�D�ÿ�����¤�+�����}���¹�¬���ù���¡�¤�}�Ý�P�$�+�$���®�+�����¦�+�¬���Á�+��
�}�¡�+�¤���¹�P�}�s�¬�ù���+�¹���ÿ���¼�K�+���s�Á�q���+�¤���}�C��� �}���¬�¹���G�Á���¤�$���¡�+�¤�¬�}�s�s�+�h���P�s���G���h�Ý�+�¬�¹�}�s���Þ���¬���h���¤�D�+�����C�}�¤���¹�Þ�}���ä�+���¤�¬���¹�K�+���Ý�+�s�+�¤�����h�+���G���h�Ý�+�î��
Hotel served as the Coast Guard barracks. 

 In closing, all of this military activity happened a mere 80-odd years ago but, sadly, precious few vestiges 
remain to give a visitor an accurate feel for the bustle and singular appearance of wartime Galveston, and for the 
crucial importance of the site in the war against the Axis powers. Nevertheless, the few remaining are rewarding. 
The Coast Guard station is still there, and there is the occasional bunker, housing unit, concrete foundation, and 
blimp hangar pillar to remind us of that era of the city’s history. And, of course, there are the covers.
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The Moody Family Archives of 
Galveston Island

By Jonathan Topper

The famous Moody Family Papers and Business Records (informally known as "The Archives") 
from Galveston will soon be available for public research.

Most people who are familiar with Texas history know about the famous Moody family of 
Galveston Island. The family was a dominant economic force and landowner for many genera-
tions, and the name is still present on the island in the form of the tourist-oriented Moody Gar-
dens and Hotel complex on the west side of the island. The family’s house, now called the Moody 
Mansion, has been turned into a well-preserved museum open to the public, with guided tours 
available year-round. 

I had an opportunity to review The Archives in January of this year. Most of these extensive 
documents and letters have not been transcribed, and offer a wealth of new research material 
for people interested in Texas history. 

The Archives are arranged chronologically and housed in over 900 acid-free Hollinger boxes 
and date from approximately the 1840s to the 1970s. The material is a mixture of personal cor-
respondence to/from the Moody family members and staff, as well as records of the business 
dealings in the form of invoices, receipts, and contracts. 

The Moody family owned an unknown number of slaves before the Civil War – there are re-
cords dealing with the slaves, including the names and dates of slave children born to the owned 
slave families, as well as invoices for doctor’s care.

Of particular interest to Texas Postal History collectors is Civil War-related material dealing 
William L. Moody’s participation in the war. Captain Moody was a member of Company G, 7th 
Regiment, Texas Infantry, Confederate States Army.  He was captured at Fort Donaldson in Febru-
ary, 1862 and imprisoned at Johnson Island, Sandusky, Ohio.  

The Moody Mansion on Broadway 
Street in Galveston. It is now a mu-
seum, with guided tours available.



Journal of Texas Philately & Postal History - May 2023 Page 21

The archives are stored in over 900 Hollinger boxes. These boxes 
are made of acid free materials. The boxes are designed for 
long-term storage and will rest on standard library shelving.

While at the Prisoner of War camp, Captain Moody received many letters from business as-
sociates from the northern states. Interestingly, he was allowed to keep the covers and the letters 
while a prisoner and he brought the material back with him when he was repatriated. The letters 
have not been officially transcribed but seem to be related to his business dealings on Galveston 
Island before the war. 

The archives contain covers and the accompanying letters to Captain William Moody, 
while he was imprisoned at Johnson’s Island, Sandusky, Ohio during the Civil War. 

After the Civil War period, there are many covers with Texas postmarks and Flag Cancels going 
to/from Galveston. Some of the covers and letters show water damage due to periodic flooding 
of parts of Galveston Island from hurricanes. However, the previous staff who were responsible 
for the documents made a concerted effort to dry out and preserve all that they could for future 
study. Ironically, many of these letters describe the aftermath of the famous hurricane that hit 
the island in the year 1900. 
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The Rosenberg Library Museum on Sealy Street in Galveston. It is the oldest continuously-
operating library in Texas.  It now houses the Moody Archives. A selection of the material 
will be available for public research starting this July. 

The Moody Family was very active politically, and were good friends with William Jennings 
Bryan, a national leader in the Democratic Party and a nominee for President of the United States 
in the 1896, 1900, and the 1908 elections. The Archives include many letters from Bryan to Moody 
about their friendship, hunting and fishing trips, and strategies for the upcoming elections. Again, 
just like most of the other material, these letters have not been transcribed and will, no doubt, 
reveal previously unpublished facts about this time in history. 

Finally, The Archives contain boxes of Victorian era Valentine and Christmas cards and cov-
ers, postcards from vacationing Moody family members, and large boxes of commercial modern 
mail from the 1940s to the 1970s. 

The Archives are being transferred to the Rosenberg Library Museum, 2310 Sealy Street, 
Galveston, TX 77550.  The library is located just a few blocks away from the Moody Mansion.  Some 
of the documents should start being available for research this July. 

This is a unique opportunity for collectors interested in Texas Postal History to review an 
organized treasure trove of new material. Who knows, it may prompt some future articles and 
books about the history of this famous island and this great state! 

A typical Galveston Flag Cancel from the 
archives. The archives contain many types of 
Galveston postal markings over more than a 
100-year period.
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Seen at Auction
Vince King

A Varied Selection of Texas Fort Covers
Always a popular collecting area, these postal history covers were sold on eBay during April.  A short bio of each “Fort 
or Camp” is included with each item. 

1881 2c Cover Manuscript Cancel SPANISH CAMP TEXAS FEB 7 1881 to Ohio.
Not a U.S. military installation, Spanish Camp is located eight miles northwest of Wharton on a mail route from Glen 
Flora in northeastern Wharton County.  Settlers established the community during the early days of Stephen F. Austin's 
colony.  It was named after 1836 for Mexican forces under Antonio López de Santa Anna who camped nearby on Peach 
Creek.  According to legend, the Mexicans carried a large payroll of gold, which was hastily buried when they received 
news of the decisive battle of San Jacinto.  The local community did not grow significantly until after the Civil War.  A 
post office was established in 1877.
7 bids, sold for $52.

1885 Registered Front Only CAMP SAN SABA TEX CDS to NY at 12c Rate
Camp San Saba (non-U.S. military installation) is located near the San Saba River ten miles southeast of Brady in south-
eastern McCulloch County.  The settlers, who in the early 1860s built the community known as Camp San Saba, were not 
the first to occupy the region.  John O. Meusebach met with a council of Comanches in 1847 near the present townsite.  
The community supposedly took its name from a Texas Ranger camp that functioned in the area.  Confederate troops 
protected the settlers during the Civil War.  Camp San Saba was the principal settlement in McCulloch County until 
Brady became the county seat in 1876.  A post office opened in Camp San Saba in 1876.
7 bids, sold for $67.
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1899 2c Entire SPANISH FORT TEX CDS DPO to New York
Spanish Fort (non-U.S. military installation) is located in north central Montague County one mile south of the Red River.  
Spanish Fort began in the eighteenth century as a fortified Taovaya Indian settlement, misnamed later by Anglo settlers 
who found Spanish artifacts and ruins of a fort near the site.  It served as a watering-hole for cattle drivers headed for the 
Chisholm Trail.  The town grew quickly, and local citizens applied for a post office in 1876, but postal authorities suppos-
edly rejected their request because another post office in Texas had the name.  Two local men suggested the misnomer 
"Spanish Fort" after the ruins nearby.  The new name was accepted, and the Spanish Fort post office opened in 1877.
1 bid, sold for $9.50

1892 Cover with Frontier Fort, FORT HANCOCK TEX OCT 17 CDS to Brooklyn NY
Fort Hancock, originally designated Camp Rice, was a U.S. military installation established on April 15, 1881, as a subpost 
of Fort Davis to defend against Indians and bandits from across the Rio Grande.  On July 9, 1882, it was moved from its 
initial location six miles northwest of Fort Quitman to a site on the Southern Pacific Railroad.  The next month it was 
moved again to higher ground nearby.  Commanding General William T. Sherman believed the fort would be permanent 
because of its proximity to the railroad, and it was one of the few Texas forts to be purchased by the United States War 
Department (for $2,370 in 1883). 
3 bids, sold for $12.
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Ca. 1895 2c Entire Registered FORT SPUNKY TEX to St. Louis forward to Dayton OH
The remnants of the Fort Spunky community (non-military installation) are near Lake Granbury in the southeastern 
corner of Hood County.  The settlement was originally named Barnardville.  In 1849 George Barnard built one of a chain 
of trading houses on the Brazos River at what is now the site of Fort Spunky.  The post itself, run by Charles Barnard, was 
built near a spring and beside a settlement of peaceable, agricultural Indians.  The trading post lay near well-traveled 
Indian highways and the prominent landmark Comanche Peak, used by the Indians, especially the Comanches, as a 
lookout, rallying point, and campground.  The community's post office opened in 1886.
4 bids, sold for $47.

Sc #UX5 1877 1c Postal Card Frontier FORT GRIFFIN TEX to Marshall TX
Fort Griffin, a strategic unit in the string of border and frontier outposts defending Texas settlers against hostile Indians 
and outlaws, was established in 1867.  Its location is on the Clear Fork of the Brazos River in northeast Shackelford 
County.  The older posts of Belknap, Phantom Hill, and Chadbourne became subposts of the new Fort Griffin, which 
supplied garrisons for the first two.  These subposts furnished escorts for stagecoaches, wagon trains, and surveying 
parties.  In time, Griffin was the nucleus of the border-defense line from Fort Richardson at Jacksboro to the Big Bend 
country.  However, by 1879 the southern buffalo herd was depleted and the fort and its outposts were within a settled 
area.  On May 31, 1881, Fort Griffin was closed and the exodus from the nearby town of the same name soon followed. 
7 bids, sold for $56.

1899 War Department Official Envelope FORT RINGGOLD TEX to New Milford CT
Fort Ringgold, the southernmost installation of the western tier of forts constructed at the end of the Mexican War, 
stood guard for nearly a century over the Rio Grande and Rio Grande City.  On October 26, 1848, known initially as the 
Post at Davis Landing, the fort bore the names Camp Ringgold and Ringgold Barracks before being named Fort Ringgold 
in the year of the purchase. The name was in honor of Bvt. Maj. Samuel Ringgold, the first United States Army officer 
to die from wounds received in the battle of Palo Alto (May 8, 1846).  The military chose the site to protect the area 
from Indian and Mexican attacks.
9 bids, sold for $57.
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American First Day Cover Society, Fred C. Sawyer North 
TX Chapter 56 (afdcschap56.org) – The American First 
Day Cover Society, also known as AFDCS, is a nonprofit 
organization devoted to the advancement and collecting 
of first day covers.  Meetings are held at the Wineburgh 
Philatelic Research Library (WPRL) at the University of Texas 
at Dallas, typically on the second Saturday of each month.  
–  submitted by D.A. Lux  

Austin Texas Stamp Club (www.stamps.org/austin-texas-
stamp-club) – The club’s first meeting of each month is held 
on the first Tuesday at the Lakewood HOA clubhouse, 7317 
Lakewood Drive, Austin.  The second meeting is held via 
Zoom on the third Tuesday of each month.  The auctions 
have been shifted to the first meeting of each month.  
Spring presentations have included a look at common 
mistakes in the identification of Banknote Issues by Marvin 
Lehr on February 21 and a World’s Fair topic on March 21 
by Gregg Philipson.  In April, Dale Shively presented on 
“Strange and Odd Stamps”, such as stamps on glass, plastic 
and even toilet paper (pandemic-inspired).  Some were 
even postally used.  The March issue of club newsletter 
Stampede included a report from club president Lisa Nicks 
about attending the January First Day ceremony at an 
Austin animal shelter for two commemoratives featuring 
a dog and a cat.  Lisa reported on this event in detail in 
the February issue of the Journal.  Others in attendance included Lisa’s husband, Phil Crabtree, and ATSC members 
Lyle Boardman, Mark Beuscher and wife Martha Beuscher, John Strapac and Tom Geren.  April’s issue carried the sad 
news of the loss of several members or former members.  Katie Foster, who caught the stamp bug while attending club 
meetings with husband John Foster, passed away on March 17, 2023.  At one time she had been a dealer in precancels 
and was a board member of the Texas Philatelic Foundation.  Former member Nis Juhl, who was born in Germany and 
became a U.S. citizen in 1954, died in February.  And the club learned that former member Bobby Barnhart died last 
September.  Although relocated to Maine some time back, he would Zoom in for meetings during the pandemic.  Each 
will be missed.  Three new members have been welcomed since the start of the year.  Sarah Thomas joined in February 
and Ken Wukasch joined recently, as did Felipe Camacho who Zooms in for online meetings from Palestine (Texas).  
(I’d be happy to mail them copies of the Journal and membership application forms!)  – submitted by Lyle Boardman. 

Collectors Club of Dallas – The CCOD meetings are now scheduled for the 3rd or 4th Saturday of the month but, with 
the uncertainty of Covid-19 and the Omicron variant, we have had no meetings recently, either in person or online.  
However, we remain confident that we will come out of this with good spirits and fellowship and be able to meet again 
sometime soon.   When we do gather, presentations are welcome by any of the club members on their particular interest 
or field of expertise.  It’s an added bonus when material to pass around is included, along with new findings from stamp 
shows.  We can always count on great discussion, as well.  –  submitted by Tom Koch.

Chapters in Action
Greg Cain

Members are encouraged to report recent Chapter activities.  Send an email to me at greg.cain@comcast.net
or regular mail to 1926 Brimberry Street, Houston, TX 77018-1730.  Photos are very welcome!

Abilene Key City Coin and Stamp Club – This club meets the first Thursday of every month, 6:30 P.M., at S. 7th and S. 
Mockingbird (the Rose Park Senior Citizen Center), and welcomes all who are interested in coin or stamp collecting.  
Please see the flyer pictured below.  The contact is Fred Jones.  –  Submitted by Fred Jones.
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Lyndon B. Johnson Space Center (JSC) Stamp Club –  Meetings are held at 144 Park Avenue (Blue Building) in League 
City on the second and fourth Monday of each month, except for December.  Meetings nominally start at 7:00PM but 
many members come early.  The first meeting of the month will normally include some sort of program plus a silent 
auction and the second meeting of the month will include a regular, called auction.  Attendance at the spring meetings 
has been consistent, from 15 to 21 people.  Programs have included Show & Tell, general philatelic discussion and a 
reprise of Exploring Stamps, a YouTube video on zeppelins and zeppelin stamps.  On April 10, club member Adriana 
Babiak-Vazquez presented on Spanish stamps and their depiction of great works of art.  The evening included a Spanish-
style dessert that was enjoyed by all.  –  submitted by Bob Osman.

Mid-Cities Stamp Club (www.mid-citiesstampclub.com) - Euless Branch – This branch of the club meets the third 
Wednesday of each month at 7:30PM at the Central Station Marketing offices, 12750 S. Pipeline Road, Euless.  Happily, 
the Euless bunch has found new meeting space, again hosted by member Evan Islam at the same location but in a 
different room than before.   Inclement weather canceled both the Euless and Arlington meetings in February, but 
eight Euless regulars met March 15 to hear reports and conduct show & tell.  Among the topics discussed is the relative 
absence of commemoratives on our mail.  –  submitted by Skip Ely. 

Mid-Cities Stamp Club - Lake Granbury Branch – This branch of the club meets at 7PM on the fourth Tuesday of every 
month (except December) at the Bentwater Activities Center, 1800 W. Emerald Bend Court, Granbury.    The January 
24 meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by David Stockbridge.  There were 9 people in attendance.  Dave started off 
the meeting with Show and Tell.  Bob Cole announced he was the winner of the US #1 raffle at EXPO 2022 and was very 
appreciative of winning.   Joe Marshall showed a reproduced 1865 Scott Stamp Catalogue and announced Gene Atkinson 
is doing OK.  We join with the club in wishing him well.   Dave Stockbridge introduced the club’s new member, Anne 
McFarland.  The club honored its founders, Ray and Karen Cartier at a lunch held on February 18.  Their contributions 
to philately are too numerous to mention and are most appreciated.   Stanley Christmas gave the results of the EXPO 
2023 meeting held January 18.  Decisions reached were (1) EXPO -2023 will not have exhibits this year, as no one will 
step forward to be the Exhibits Chairperson and (2) the Silent Auction Stage will be lowered to accommodate those 
who have difficulty getting up the stairs.   The evening’s program was Clean Out Your Closet, and a few items were 
brought by the members.  Dave then conducted a round table discussion on “What you collect and how does it relate 
to history?”.  All the members contributed.   Dave closed the meeting around 8:15 PM. 
The following month’s meeting, on February 28, was called to order at 7:00 PM by David Stockbridge.  There were 14 
people in attendance.  Dave started off the meeting with Show and Tell, with contributions by Judy Christmas (pam-
phlets of the history of the Mid-Cities club), Stanley Christmas (an interesting cover from Germany), Les Barton (his 
collection of “Hussy’s” US stamps), Joe McFarland (an FDC from Japanese-occupied the Philippines from 1943) and Ann 
McFarland (a post card with a 1905 3-cent Jackson stamp).  Gary McNamee’s “Where in the World Am I?” quiz went 
several rounds before someone guessed Albania.   Following refreshments, courtesy of Madeleine Myers, the evening’s 
program was presented by Rick Howell. He showed a video titled “Dodging the Yanks along the Rappahannock River” 
by Trish Kaufmann, noted Civil War philatelic historian.  Rick grew up in that part of eastern Virginia and had some 
interesting personal stories to tell.   Dave closed the meeting around 8:20 PM. 
Dave Stockbridge opened the March meeting at 7 PM where 10 members welcomed two guests - Ernie Owen and 
Robert Edwards.  Show & Tell included Gary McNamee passing around a pamphlet from the Pitcairn Study Group and 
Robert showing several albums of stamps that had been given to him by a neighbor.  He is trying to decide whether to 
sell them or become a collector, with the group urging the latter course, and joining the club (and the TPA).  During an-
nouncements Dave stated that he had received over 400 retired APS and OK sales books and will be preparing them for 
sale to club members at 50% net price.  Gary’s “Where in the World” quiz teased with the opening clue as the country 
issued its first stamp in 1871.  Skip Ely correctly guessed “Hungary.”  He then presented the evening’s program  on the 
US 1998-1999 33-cent “Flag Over Cities” stamps, of which there are several varieties.  The meeting adjourned at 8:25 
PM.  – submitted by Stanley Christmas, Dave Stockbridge and Joe McFarland 

Mid-Cities Stamp Club - Arlington Branch – This branch of the club meets at 7PM on the first Wednesday of each month 
at the Bob Duncan Center, 2800 S. Center Street, Arlington.  The Arlington branch met on March 1, with two guests 
present.  Among the announcements shared was the Board decision to grant lifetime club membership to all members 
that have been in the club for 25 years (this to take effect in 2024).  Ralph Poore brought the evening’s program, titled 
“Censorship of and on Postcards.”  Ken Wills presented at the April meeting, with his program titled “International 
Society of Worldwide Stamp Collectors.”  
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The March issue of the club newsletter, Stamping Around, carried a nice page-one article about a celebration held Feb-
ruary 18 to note the club’s 50th anniversary and to honor club co-founders, Ray and Karen Cartier.  Please see photo 
below.  Ray and Karen are nationally known for their contributions to philatelic research, writing, exhibiting and promo-
tion.  We add our thanks and congratulations.  Among the many interesting articles in the Spring issues was a write-up in 
the March issue about a 2015 Bosnian stamp that celebrated International Lefthanders Day.  Like the newsletter editor 
Peter Elias, your reporter is a southpaw and could relate to the everyday challenges Peter points out.  He also notes, 
though, that we are in good company, with people of particular talent and accomplishment having been left-handed, 
including Michelangelo, Sir Isaac Newton and Sir Paul McCartney.  May’s issue reported that club membership stands 
at 97.  Also noted was the passing of two collectors with Texas Stamp Dealers Association affiliations - Katie Foster of 
Austin, as noted above, and John Rowe of Dallas, who built world-class coin and currency collections, the Texas currency 
portion being donated to his (and my) alma mater, SMU’s, DeGolyer Library.   Each will be missed and we are grateful 
for their contributions to philately.
EXPO News – The Mid-Cities’ EXPO show planning committee met on February 24 and again on April 22 to hear updates 
and continue preparations for the year’s show in November.   As noted in the previous Chapters in Action report, there 
will be no exhibits, thus no awards and no banquet.  However, there will be 25 dealers and, courtesy of Peter Elias, four 
frames will greet attendees at the showroom doors.  The committee will next meet on June 10. – submitted by Janet 
Moyer. 

From left to right:  Ken Aldridge, Ray Cartier and Karen Cartier.

The San Antonio Philatelic Association http://www.sastamps.org/ - SAPA meets every Friday evening at 7:30PM at 
MacArthur Park Lutheran Church, 2903 Nacogdoches Road, San Antonio, in building #1 (facing the road).  Meetings 
this spring have included show and tell, auctions, “Bourse & Bags” buy and sell nights, and programs.  Among the 
latter was a program on Holiday Calling Cards by club president, Chip Swinney on March 24.   The club’s bi-monthly 
newsletter, The Philatex, carried an interesting three-page spread by club Board of Governors member Nancy Mabie in 
the March-April edition about HemisFair ’68.  The celebration, which ran from April 6 to October 6, marked the city’s 
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250th founding and carried the theme “The Confluence of Civilizations in the Americas.”  Many buildings were erected 
on a 96-acre space just southeast of downtown.  Several have been repurposed and remain in use, most notably the 
space needle-type observation tower that is visible for miles from the area’s numerous freeways, officially known as 
the Tower of the Americas.  Another, charming, structure was a new Riverwalk bridge, near the Palacio del Rio Hotel, 
for which Nancy’s father was the construction foreman.  The USPS released a new stamp to commemorate the fair, 
Scott 1340.  SAPA president W. Allen Roy was listed as the “Distinguished Guest” on the First Day ceremony program.  
The SAPA-affiliated, San Antonio and South Texas Postcard Club meets at 7 PM on the third Monday of each month at 
the Dwyer Center of the San Antonio Genealogical & Historical Society, 903 Melissa Drive in San Antonio.  Interested 
persons can contact Nancy Mabie. The March 20th meeting was devoted to postcards celebrating St. Patrick’s Day. – 
submitted by Lea Senghaas and Dora Roberts.

Prairie Beavers Regional Group – This regional group of the British North America Philatelic Society, Ltd., (BNAPS) 
usually meets twice each year (about March and October) in College Station, TX, at St. Mary’s Catholic Center, 603 
Church Avenue.  All who are interested in the stamps and/or postal history of British North America are welcome and 
invited to attend.   George Dresser is the club contact; details available from Greg Cain. – submitted by George Dresser.

Southeast Texas Stamp Club  – (We are delighted to hear from an established club but for the first time, to my knowl-
edge.  Welcome to the Southeast Texas Stamp Club of Beaumont!)  The Southeast Texas Stamp Club has been active 
in Beaumont and the surrounding area for over 30 years.  We currently meet every 3rd Wednesday of each month at 
St. John’s Episcopal Church, 1305 Roosevelt Drive, Silsbee, Texas 77656.  Meetings begin at 7PM and usually conclude 
around 9PM.  Each session begins with a brief business meeting, followed by a presentation by one of our members on 
an interesting topic relating to philately.  This is followed by an auction during which those present may sell or purchase 
stamps.  These auctions allow members to purchase U.S. and international stamps at marked discounts from catalog 
values.  Whether you are a novice collector or an experienced philatelist, we have something for you.  Our experienced 
collectors are available to provide guidance on assessing your collection’s value and finding markets for those who want 
to sell.  We also have socials involving members and their families and have enjoyed traveling together to attend stamp 
shows.  We welcome new members of all ages.  If you are interested, you may simply show up at one of our meetings. 
If you need additional information about our club, you may call our current Treasurer, Shelby Colling (409) 892-5775 or 
our Vice-President, John Smalley (409) 924-0706.   You may also reach us by e-mailing Don Trahan: dtrahan@swbell.
net or by calling (409) 860-5328. – Submitted by Don Trahan.

 South Plains Stamp Club –South Plains Stamp Club – in Lubbock, TX meets the fourth Tuesday of the month at 7:30PM.  
Meetings are held at the Garden and Arts Center, 4215 University Avenue, Lubbock.  As far as we know, we are the 
Philatelic Club for the Texas Panhandle.  Meetings are informal and small, but full of conversation on stamps and philately 
as well as members sharing collections from time to time.  We are always glad to see new faces!  Contact: Keith Young 
on (806) 441-5809. – Barbara (“Babs”) Noah.

Texas Precancel Club – (from its Texas Precancels newsletter of July 2022) – The club maintains a Facebook page. – 
submitted by Greg Cain.
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MEMBERSHIP CHANGES

Dropped for Non-Renewal
4967	  	 Bennett, Joseph D.
3597		 French, Dan
5213 	 Greer, Jeffrey
4983 	 Herron, Wayne
4694	 	 James, Patricia K.
3463	 	 Master, Cyrus D.
4907	 	 Miller, Roger E.
5207		 Putney, Christopher
5197	 	 Saez, Jorge
5104	 	 Scruggs, Wesley
4586	 	 Switt, Jeff

Deceased	
4286		 Cutshaw, MD, Edward G.
4025		 Rowe, John N. III

Sponsor	
5164		 Grett, Harry

Membership Report
Greg Cain

Publication Fund - Vermeil	
5164		 Grett, Harry

MEMBERSHIP SUMMARY

Membership as of  February 7, 2022                                   282
New Members							                                              0
Reinstated									                                               0
Dropped for Non-Renewal			                                         -11
Resigned                         			                                        -0
Deceased									                                               -2
Membership as of April 28, 2023                                  269

Comprised of:
Life Chapters							                                                 10
Life Members							                                                 68
Regular Chapters/Units				                                           8
Regular Members					                                             183
												                                                269

In Memoriam

Katherine Lorain Foster (1939-2023) 

Katherine Lorain Foster, affectionately known to TPA mem-
bers as "Katie,” passed away on March 17, 2023.  

Katie was a former member of the TPA Foundation Board of 
Directors and was a long-time member of the Texas Stamp 
Dealers Association.  Her husband, John, survives Katie, and 
is a current member of the TPA.

Katie is best known for her extensive Texas Precancel collec-
tion, and her more-than-two decades of service in the Texas 
Precancel Club.  She was also the driving force for this area 
of Texas Philately, writing articles, doing research, publish-
ing the periodic journal, and promoting the Precancel hobby 
throughout the country. 

Katie will be remembered and missed by many.  

Rest In Peace, Katie.
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Doubletree Hotel,
Bluebonnet Room,

1981 North Central Expressway 
(Hwy 75 & Campbell Rd),

Richardson, TX 75080 
(Friday 10-5, Saturday 9-4)

June 23 & 24

Hilton Garden Inn – 
Energy Corridor,

12245 Katy Freeway (I-10 & Dairy 
Ashford Exit),

(Friday 10-5, Saturday 9-4)
July 7 & 8

Norris Conference Center,
618 Northwest Freeway, 

Loop 410,
(Friday 10-5, Saturday 9-4)

October 13 & 14

DALLAS •

HOUSTON •

SAN ANTONIO •

2023 TSDA
STAMP
FAIRS

Professionals 
Serving the Philatelic 
Community of Texas

For Information, contact:
THOMAS CUNNINGHAM

PO BOX 863237, 
PLANO,TX, 75086-3237

214-546-1179
Email: CunninghamStamps@aol.com

For the latest schedule of 
Texas stamp shows, visit our 

website: 

www.TSDAstamps.com


